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Essay

Kefalonia – the island of my dreams

This trip that was full of unforgettable adventures I will remember for the rest of my life. I really would not want to forget the eight days that I spent on Kefalonia island, in the town of Argastoli, meeting nice people, seeing the wonderful nature of the island and simply having fun.

One thing I remember the best is the night life. Every night we Latvians met in the town centre and went to some nice places, for example, one of the many cafes where we were sitting and talking about home, friends who stayed in Latvia, about fun days and events, and we involved our new Greek friends in these conversations.

People we were living with were very nice and warm-hearted; they were really willing to spend time with us, probably because they are approximately of our age. They told us about the island, people, events and also their wish to see snow again. 

Greek boys showed true interest in Latvian girls, who had fair skin and who were wearing short skirts. Local people were very surprised about our clothing; in time they were wearing jackets and boots, we had only T-shirts and summer shoes. 

Nature of Kefalonia was so wonderful, in the way I could only imagine in my most beautiful dreams - blue sky, green grass and palm trees. Argastoli was lying in the middle of mountains, there was water all around and small canals that were connected to the sea, and dream-like beaches in every coast of the island. Being in the Myrtos beach really seemed like a dream. Clear blue water, white sand, cliffs and mountains; it reminded me of sight from movie “The Beach.” One day we were taken to the truly amazing beach. Greeks were surprised about us Latvians going into the cold water and huge waves. We, however, thought that the temperature of the water was normal, pleasant, just like we have in a typical summer. 
We were very surprised about the school that seemed to look like little food kiosks, one next to another. There was a little blackboard and desks for pupils in each little white house. Within the framework of Comenius project we could attend the lessons there. I think they were not that different from our lessons. We presented Latvian education system, later also Latvia and our class. Some people were thrilled; some did not seem interested at all.
Those days I spent in Kefalonia I will never forget; it was wonderfully spent time. I have nothing to regret about it. It is a place I really, really want to return someday, although there are so many other places in the world that I want to visit. Now I really miss those evenings I spent with both Latvians and Greeks, our conversations and the fun we had. I also miss afternoons when I was sitting on a bench in the garden eating tangerines that were in my reach.
I guess this trip brought me closer with my classmates. Maybe it was because we had more time to talk to each other and see people from different angle.

I’m waiting for the holidays in March when Greeks are coming to Latvia. I hope they will have as much fun as we did. And they will also have tears in their eyes when we say goodbye.

Alvīne Labanovska, 11. a
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Essay

Kefalonia- My Dream Land


This is a little, but very beautiful Greek island, which is circumfused by the Ionian Sea. Kefalonian Island is my dreamland, because it has very beautiful nature, kind, accommodating people and neat towns.

The travel to Argostoli, where the guest family awaited us, started in the capital of Greece- Athens. When we came to one of the town hotels I asked myself: “ What am I doing here?” Because the streets were full of waste, drivers and pedestrians ignored the traffic rules. But my opinion changed when I arrived in Kefalonia.  This land will always remain in my memory as one of the most beautiful places in the world. The most beautiful view in the island was its beaches. The best view was the Myrtos beach. When I saw the beach I felt like in paradise where time has stopped and there is only this beautiful view and me. I had interesting feelings when I stood in the foot of the biggest hill of Kefalonia. While looking at this big hill, I had a feeling that I am nothing compared to it.


The very best time I spent in the capital of Kefalonia – Argostoli. On the first day I understood that I would not forget this town. Argostoli is a typical tourist town. The town was very neat, with kind people who do not like stealing and they do not do that. In this town I relaxed very well and forgot about the hastiness of Latvia. People in Argostoli do not even think about the rush.


Since I lived in one of the guest families in Argostoli, I found out a lot more about this island and people. Argostoli people are very kind and responsive. When I arrived at my guest family the biggest worry for me was – what we can talk about. But as the family was very kind and responsive we could talk about everything. These six days gave me a lot. I improved and enriched my English, communicative skills, as well as I learned how to live with foreign people. 


It was my picaresque and delightful travel to this southern country.

Artūrs Mengots 11.a


Essay

Kefalonia-my dreams land

 On this beauteous island I realised my dream: swim in ultramarine water, to hide from        the Sun under palm-trees, and eat mandarins from trees.

Such a place was Mirtos beach, even if we saw it from top of a mountain, my dream was to come true. White sands every where around, ultramarine water with white-caps. We swam in similar beach even though the Sun wasn’t shining and water didn’t look as ultramarine, our feelings any way were incredible. Water was very warm, but unreliably salty; this is why you need get out of water to cleanse eyes and mouth. Argostolas people looked at us with big eyes because they usually don’t go swimming at the end of October. They didn’t feel hot but they enjoyed us. To them background I felt pale.

On of the more beautiful places was the underworld lake, which is 15m.deep, but the seabed could seen properly. The place which I could delight in for long time.  If I made a table of the most romantic place in the world I will put that place in first place. Rowing on the water and watching the sky, what can be better than that?

Amazing for me was that, there people are very kind and helpful. Here they smile not only the men when they see beautiful women on street but women smile too when they see happy people, they give a smile back. Iceland is made only from mountains; this is why driving is interesting because you can’t see what is around the bend. Mountains are planted with grapes and olives. Where it is impossible to plant trees, pasture chamois and sheep too. For us were funny they cows, because they were smaller and they had very small udders. Here all it’s different because it’s warm World Island, but we live in the North. Trees do not look like trees because they look like bushes but bushes have small twigs which crawl over the ground. My eyes looking for cactuses in all grounds and in mountains asides, what absolutely find.

I lived in city centre and from my balcony I could see mountains, gulf, and a bridge for people to cross over the gulf. My family was very kind, only I didn’t like was I can’t help them anything; even I can’t clean behind me. My guest brother is very quiet and shy, but was worried and looking after me. Now when I’m home he’s open and we chat besought the problem. In evenings we went for walk and enjoyed our self with another people, he pay for me a lot and always was worried about my felines’, asked, I’m not cold, I’m not hungry. In last evening I to find out a lot about him, and he told me now will be different at his house without me because he is accustomed when in his house more than one woman, his mum. Near a bus when we say good-by we both crying, and I understand it was last time when I was here. I understand my family situation and I know one more time I don’t came. The hardest was on the boat when in fog lost my dream world with blue seas, mountains and kind people. I never can’t forget that time on Kefalonia!

Raivis Ašmanis 


Greece – my dream land

All people have a dream land, where they want to go but some of as already have been there. That place can be big or small, beautiful or not so nice but that land is in our dreams and in our hopes. Greece can be my dream land because I’m enthusiastic about beautiful landscapes and ancient culture monuments.

When we went to Greece, we saw that how different is nature. Kefalonia is one of the Greece islands, that is like a paradise. There is all what our heart wants: roads located along descent of mountain; charming beach located on descent of mountain and from that place we can see other mountains and islands.  When I went over the dangerous roads, I have contrary emotions – delight about charming view but alongside this positive emotion, I’m afraid of unsafe driving but this feeling give me better impression about amazing view. When I went away from place like this, I felt so that I lose part of my heart.

Greece can be my dream land because there I can return in past – not in real but in emotional. These feelings I can get if I visit ancient culture monuments like Acropolis and Olympic stadium in Athens. That’s not so important for me, if there are almost virgin monuments or ruins because these ancient monuments are more than simple inspection place.  In my opinion people have to understand why that has built. When I saw these culture monuments, sometimes I can’t believe that I’m in this place but I was satisfied and very happy. 

Here in Greece people were kind and hearty and they wanted get new friends. They were friendly because they wanted talk with you and helped others. I can’t forget these people because they are in my memories.

Our dream lands can change. Many times this land can be our motherland because here are many beautiful views and well-known places. 

  Dace Blūma
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Greece – my dreamland

It is possible to speak and read about Greece, but it is better to go there and see everything. If I had to describe it in one word, I would say that Greece is a land of contrasts. Exactly contrasts are the things that dominate everywhere. Nature, people and culture of this land are opposite of that what a small group of pupils from Latvia are used to see and feel in their land.

We are feeling first changes already when we are getting out of plane, when sultriness makes us get rid off windbreakers (later we have already got used to it). After some hours the morning has already started. Morning will reveal Greece in daylight. I have to admit, that feeling is indescribable to find myself in so big city as Athens. Here everything goes on in different rhythm. How far my look reaches, it is the city all around but far away, it is interchanged with mountains. In native people eyes probably we look a little bit funny because we are burdened ourselves with cameras, dressed in comfortable clothes and footwear – real tourist’s equipment. With smile on our faces, we make our way opposite to unknown, what expects us in these days, that will be spend in Greece.


Major contrast is the nature of this land. Mountains interchange with valleys where towns are distributed, sky-blue and lucid water in seashores of see, rocky coasts and stony steep bank, palming – trees and orange – trees – everything is the same as it is described in brochures of tourism agencies. It is almost impossible for us, who are used to see Latvia’s landscapes, to look indifferent to that all. It seems that sub consciousness sends impulses to forefinger in order that it more intensively presses the camera’s switch because you have to memorize so many things. Buying orange in any supermarket in my country, I often had dreamed about how it would be if I could pick it from the tree. What can I say – dreams come true. Who could imagine, that real orange, picked from the tree, can be so aromatic and tasty? Getting here, I think almost everyone would be ready to refuse from many things given by civilization just not to let these impressions to fade away. 


It seems that Greeks are made of different clays as North men. Greeks are very temperamental, simple soul. They do not set any limits to themselves - like work and home. They are truly living their lives. We experienced that several times, especially while living with host families. Each of us received so great hospitality and love that it seemed we are loosing a part of ourselves while we were leaving. What have we gained? Valuable human relations, one more family and home, where we can always return and where we are welcome. Probably I have to say that Greeks have wide heart that is full of love. 


When we returned to Latvia, it autumn and it was chilly there. I promise myself that I will fulfil one important mission with stories about Greece full of contrasts – I will bring a little bit of sun for my friends and classmates, and my family at home. Is Greece more beautiful than Latvia? I would not say that it is more beautiful – it is different. 

Laura Bubko


Greece – my dreamland.


We were in Greece for more than one week, so we found out much about it. Especially about Kefalonia and it’s biggest city Argostoli. And I can say it for sure – Greece and it’s nature is like from a dream.


During our stay in Kefalonia, we were going to many excursions all over the island. Thus we could see islands beautiful nature and enjoy it. The biggest diference between Latvia and Greece is the climate. We were in Greece in the end of october, when temperature in Latvia is below 10 degrees. On the other hand in Greece at this time weather was just like in summer in Latvia. Worth admiration was Greece’s mountains and valleys, but the most exciting moment of our excursions was the view to beautiful Myrthos beatch. It really looked like from a dreamland.


In Argostoli, we lived each in one greek family. That helped us to get known with Greek style of life and attitude to it. For example now I know if it’s agreed to meet at nine o’clock, than Greeks only at nine will start to think about going to meeting. Living in a greek family gave an opportunity to see how big football fans are Greeks. In Argostoli, just like the other Greece, there are two very popular football clubs – Panathinaikos and Olympiakos. The fans of those teams can’t get along, it’s like two absolutely different religions. Greeks also doesn’t  follow some of the rules, for example, traffic rules.


Greeks are also very hospitable. Very nice was the meeting with mayor of Kefalonia who wished us a good stay in Greece. Another sign of Greek hospitable was that the members of their orchestra invited us to their rehearsal.


In the end I can say that Greece really is a land of dreams and the time we spent there was really great!

Kārlis Būmanis 


Greece - my dream land

Palmas, blue and limpid waters, insane traffic, friendly people faces and feeling, that summer is back. That was the first thing, that came into head, when I think about Greece. Sun flash us, when we were in plane, when we fly first time, there was a feeling that legs touch the sky and we could reach the sun with hands. When plain reduced altitude, under the clouds we could see the lights, bright and united, like they want to make a picture - Greece picture.

Metro, I can say one thing about it, strange, but really fast device. There we met first Latvian girl. She said that it is easy to fill in Athens rhythm, however I think that is like a fast car,  you should jump in, but there is a question, who can do it? Even hostel make some thinks about home, because people we met there from Lithuania, make ideas about all that we left behind. A bit strange and deterrent, nut at the same time funny was Dutch, who's name I can`t remember. Smile was visible very infrequently, because whisker was so long, that now when I think about this strange looking man with straw hat, I don`t know how he can eat something. Excursions that roads brought us to Athens cultural monuments, there was really easy to understand that this town is full of dogs, motorcycles and tourists, however the survey objects were very beautiful, this town was too loud for me.

Things arranging and trip to the ferry. Long and exhausting, but worth it.  The only thing, that did not make us sleepy was the driver, sometimes he reminded one of that mountain bus drivers, who drinks a lot of coffee or smokes "weed" not to get  asleep. We had a lot of worries about guest family because I did not know anything about them. Everything was just like I wanted - house where I can feel like at home.  

Kefalonia affected us with its waters, nature views, even rude car drivers give to us a part adrenalin. When we went swimming for the first time, the water was so calm, that we could see deep water and foot fingers. When I remember this view I want to say - So close, but still so far. Deep water feint our eyes. In second day the sea was so restless, that seems that it conspire, but we jumped in it, some people were staring at us, but we did not pay attention to that, we just enjoyed the second summer.

Nights were noisy,  it seems that  real night life starts then, and it seems that time stops at all.

To leave this place was very hard, but I think that to stay there would be more difficult, because returning home was really emotional moment. We spent ten days as part of  another family and to live in some house, was hard, but enjoyable, because that was very positive life experience. Farewells were very hard, as well as arrivals. For some they were full of tears, but for some they come with smile.

I don`t want to say that Greece is my dream land, I think that it is a place where I want to come back again and again, because I felt there like a home. When we returned home sun seems to be different from when we arrived and it seems as if it says goodbye to us, or: "See you soon!"

Aija Ceple


     Essay

Greece – land of my dreams.


      Greece is place where I would like to return. I was glad to go along the narrow streets, to see a lot of new and unusual. People are happy, responsive and kind. Nature – fantastic. There are palms, mountains, unusual trees, white sand beaches. These were just a few things I loved there. 
      When we arrived at Athens international airport, my heart was beating so fast. People were smiling, simply starts to communicate with us, asking, where we've arrived from. All inhabitants are dark skinned, with dark eyes, hairs, white teeth, and small height.  The nature was fantastic. As well for the first time in my life I saw mountains, for me it was something incredible. Mountain roads are very, very cranky. Going to the top of the mountain really is not the best feeling in the world. 
     The best part of journey were adventures. Beach – beautiful, with white, soft sands. The sea - calm and lovely. It looks incredibly when big wave strikes against cliff. We were in “Mitros” beach. I would like to swim there again. Although the water was very salty, I liked the sea. Every day I was able to stay outside as long as I wanted.  I found that very strange that little children meet at the central square really late in the evening just to play. In Latvia that’s impossible because they have to sleep in that time. 

In Greece, people are not proficient in the use of entertainment venues. For example – clubs. In Latvia we are dancing in them, but Greeks go to clubs just to have some drinks and conversations. When we started to dance there, Greeks looked at us really much, because dancing in clubs is not popular to them. 
       But most of all I loved my host family.  In my new family was mother, father and three children. Both parents were very lovely and sweet. They entertained me all the time. They tought some games to me. I found it really strange that kids have no responsibility in family life.  Mother cooks dinner, mother makes their beds, mother takes care of all. 
     Greece clearly can be called the land of dreams. Anyway I really missed my homeland – Latvia being away from home all the time.

Annija Cigelniece


Essay

Greece – my dreamland

From the arrival to farewells adventures in Greece were without an end. Beginning from the executed long roads, flights, zigzag motor roads, windy ferry journeys. New friends. The views, which my eyes have never seen. Going to miss it all.

My adventure began in Riga airport. Agitation to flight was unbelievable, but all day long I was trying to look quiet. Although it was hard. Certainly, flights maintained the entire honor and I’m proud of myself surviving all them. 

We arrived in Greece late at night – the city surged in lights, all streets were shining. Those were the views, which I will never forget.

One day in Athens is tiring. The city was not what I imagined, but that is the best. Night spent in a hostel, which I fought that will never end, and local breakfast - we were ready for a walk in the Greece’s heart. The trip to Acropolis, to be precise. Everything, which was seen in pictures and read in text, I saw it with my own eyes. Amazing sightseeing.

The first journey with a ferry was hard to wait for. Agitation, an acquaintance with the family was emotional. Days in Kefallonia were as in a fairy-tale. All people I met, excursions, adventures and unforgettable evenings.

      Farewells were sad, but I can’t wait for the quests from Greece. 10 days, which I will never experience again.

Edgars Kalniņš 11a


Kephalonia-My dream land

My dream land is Kephalonia. Kephalonia is one of the largest islands in Greece and the biggest Jonian Sea. There are many beautiful landscapes in Kephalonia, and also very warm. 
Earlier, my dream land was Australia, because I always wanted to see kangaroos and the koalas. After the trip to Greece, everything has changed, and now it's my dream land. It is very hot in Kephalonia. In summers there is so hot in the evenings that staying outside is almost impossible. Every day everybody goes swimming, and as I adore swimming, I would fast become familiar with it. Greek language, I would also learn quickly. Their characters I have already know and to learn Greek language would help my new 20 Greek friends. Every morning awakening, through the window I could see - the sea and mountains.   There was a boat dock in the coast, but on hill-top there were wind generators. When the rain starts, mountains are invisible behind the rain clouds. In the garden of my guest family there was orange tree, which was full of oranges. We also saw lemon, peach and pomegranate trees in Kephalonia. There was one very strange shrub, which fruit was like our acorn only the cap as Chestnut. Kephalonia residents are very kind. Ideally, this can be seen walking across the street, all the drivers let pedestrians  go first, then they drive, there is such a feeling that preference on the streets is given not to machines, but pedestrians. The time passed very quickly there.  When we got up in the morning we went to their school, which looked like the market square. Their old school failed earthquake. At school, we could choose what to do-go to lessons, play basketball or go to walk at town. Later we had to meet at school or square to go home for lunch. Later we had free time, because our guest brothers and sisters had private lessons. When they ended sessions we went to a cafe and later to the club or to home. We also had several excursions. One of them was to a small village, which was renewed after the earthquake; a rich one sailor renewed it. He does not require money for new houses; just the thing that they do not sell the houses to others.  We also were to various production facilities- oil, cheese, bread, cement, sweets. In Kephalonia we were at the Argostoli prefect. Greek friends said that it is a great honor to us, to meet mayor. 
I will be happy to return to Kephalonia.  I miss my guest family, entertainments, and freedom. I miss the thing that I can’t talk all what I wont in Latvia, because everybody understands what I’m talking about.

Ritvars Eglājs


Greece – my dreamland.

Only one thing comes in my mind that makes me envious of mountain people. They can climb up the highest mountains and look at the city, which seeming lies to the legs, in complete silence. I cannot describe those feelings, when I first saw mountains. It was simply incredible. Through the little window of the airplane in such a twilight, I could see the highest of the mountains through the clouds and that seemed very impressive to me. During the day, when we were on the island of Kefalonia, I simply could not stop smiling, because everything seemed like from movies, only much better. I could not take my eyes off the mountains. It is also a dream land for thousands of tourists, just like for me. Democracy, philosophy, Olympic games, miracles of literature, comedy, tragedy and also many of the most delicious Mediterranean meals stemmed from Greece.

No matter where you are, you can feel the taste of the old Greece everywhere. Many of the historical monuments are focused in Athens, which is one of the oldest cities in the world. I can certainly say that that Acropolis – symbol of the old Greece, where were the temple of Parthenon is worth seeing.  Noteworthy is also the Old city, where you can walk down the street and try to imagine how the Old Greeks walked down the same street. The same way just like us.

Greece is also known as one of the European cradles of civilization, which scientists from ancient times have contributed to philosophy, medicine, mathematics and astronomy. Historical and cultural heritage from Greece is still topical these days. We come into contact with it in literature, arts, philosophy and also in politics.

Geographical location for the country is very advantageous for marketing and tourism, because Greece is located at the southeast  of Europe. In the east it borders with Aegean sea, but in the west with Ionian sea. Beaches in this country are one of the most cleanest in Europe. Greece has natural landscape of many forms. High mountains and sierras changes with dales, where trees are growing and indented coastline contrasts with blue salt water.

Before I went to Greece, I had heard  that Greeks are nation that is loving and full of vim. And I could make sure of that, because it really is like that, for example, I can ask someone how to get somewhere and they will try to explain the way how to get there faster and easier with a smile on their face. Sometimes they even offer to guide you and tell about Greeks and Greece.

I had read before about Greek cuisine. Breakfast are very frugal in Greece. It contains coffee, tea, juice, bread, butter and jam or honey.  Many people do not even eat breakfast, but the dinner are very good and creamy. Cuisine is typical of Greek taverns: siffado, arni psito, pastitsio etc. While I was in this country, I also tasted different plates and I really liked them.

When I was going to Greece, I felt inclined for something that is not in Latvia or other Nordic countries, but all those impressions I experienced during these few days in Greece really impressed me. For example, it is customary for them that cactuses are growing on the edge of the road and they are very big, at the same time in my house cactuses are growing in flowerpots on windowsills.

I will never forget these days I had to explore little parts of Greece. I will always remember those hills, blue salt water, white beaches, orange, lemon and pomegranate trees, historical monuments, I have only seen in pictures before and, of course, Greeks who are always kind and full of vim.

Rūta Ekmane


Greece – my dream land


Maybe Greece is my dream land but I don’t think so because I have my dream land – Latvia. I write this essay because it’s my homework. 

In my mind, everyone has a lovely place to dream. I dream about Greece because I have seen wonderful nature, landscapes, architecture of this country. I can’t forget hilly relief and hillsides, witch were covered by nice plants. There were a lot of oak plumps. These magnificent trees like big snakes wrapped around the stones and lift up their top to the sun. Gouts jumped like frogs over the hilly hillsides but white stones were fascinated of their different forms. I saw historical and interesting temples. I liked Acropolis the best. I had big pleasure because it is wonder do build something so beautiful from common white stacks of stones. 

When I was in Greece, I lived in Kefalonia in Argostoli town. The streets were clean. There were a lot of fine understanding people around and I felt like at home. Comparing Argostoli with Athens, I didn’t like impurity of Athens, black immigrants and high prices. Nothing is ideal – dream land can be ideal only in dreams. There were nice, wonderful stalactite caves in Kefalonia, which reverberated light. The beaches of Kefalonia are avowed to be one of the best beaches in the world. It is important to go swimming very carefully. Time by the time some of tourists sink down in the deep because the waves are very strong in the sea. Greece is very warm land. The weather is very good till it’s raining because after the rain everything becomes wet. I wouldn’t like to visit Greece in summer because then it’s so torrid. There are plusses and minuses about Greece. It is not recommendable to study in Greece because the educational system isn’t enough good. A lot of students use private schools but it’s expensive. It’s a good idea to visit Greece for relaxing on holidays. 

Right now I am dreaming about warm weather in Greece but in Greece I dreamed about Latvia – my native country. I wouldn’t like to live for a long time in Greece, although there is seemingly good, therefore Greece couldn’t be my dream land.                   

Jānis Galiņš


Greece – my dreamland
  My home is Latvia. It is a beautiful land and I love it. But I had an opportunity to get acquainted with Greece and this land fascinated me. It is wonderful and indescribable.

  Nature was the most amazing. Mountains, valleys and the sea. We all were living in Kefalonia, where wasn’t  any flat country. Homes were built on incredible places. Roads were going up and down and sometimes they were very precipitous.

  Roadsides and hillsides were full of interesting and exotic plants. Deciduous trees had flat and thick leafs, there were also cactuses and olives. However, the most pleasant was weather conditions. Evenings were engaging and warm, but at  days the Sun was with us all the day. And we got a sun tan a little bit.

 Greece beatches were fantastic. „Mirtos” is the most beautiful beach I have ever seen. Water was indescribable blue and very clear. I’d like to live in Kefalonia – I really like the warm water.

 There are many friendly, kindly and nice people in Greece. They really made us feel like home there. Every evening we spent together like one big family. I was surprised that they were so hot-tempered. They were talking so fast and loud, that we thought they were hassling, but they weren’t.

 During our stay in Greece, I lived with a nice family – the parents were surprisingly accommodating.  In this family, all the house chores are done by their mother and children don’t do anything – it’s every teenagers dream. The house this family lived in was really beautiful, spruce and modern. I wish, people in Latvia could live in such a good houses. People, nature, houses – a real dream land!

 However the real beauty of Greece was exposed in excursions. I the first day of our trip, we went to see Athens most impressive cultural monuments. Parthenon, which was built more than 2000 years ago, was bigger than I imagined. It was like a dream looking at it, I felt like in another dimension. We were in the temple of Zeus too, where I recalled the lessons of culture history in my mind. The first object, we were shown in Kefalonia, was the museum of history. It showed us their antique culture and ways and answered many unanswered questions. 

 I’ve never seen so many beautiful places together in one place. Every excursion more and more made as love this land. Everywhere we felt a great atmosphere and it was hard to leave it. Greece definately has become my dream land.

Ieva Igoviņa


Essay

Kefalonia – my dream land

Kefalonia – it is the biggest Greek island in the Ionian sea. It’s located near to dry land of Greece, but in the same time it is quiet, pretty secluded and inapproachable. Patriotism, traditions, their own priorities and opinions – those are things, that seduce people to go to Kefalonia and make them envy to Kefalonian people. 


The island of Kefalonia has a mysterious history – for many centuries it was a place, where rich people came and enjoyed islands adorable climate and nature. Kefalonia has been subjected for many years, has suffered many hostilities and in the word of freedom has lost many lives.


We can divide islands history in two parts – in the time before and after year of 1953. In that year Kefalonian inhabitants astonished horrific earthquake, which destroyed all of the island and left just some remains. In that day life on the biggest island of the Ionian sea started from the very beginning. Reconstruction of the island was made in a hurry, and Kefalonia didn’t get it’s old appearance back.


Kefalonia’s main symbols are climate and geographical location. For tourists this island is pretty unreachable. To get to Kefalonia, it takes long way across whole Greece, because the capital city Athens is located in the east, but Kefalonia – in the west.


Like all Greek people, also Kefalonians have their own mentality. They really appreciate their country and are proud of it. They are resolved, determined. For the week I spent among Kefalonians, I didn’t meet any unfriendy people. All of them were surprisingly responsive and helpful.


Greeks, and also Kefalonians – they really admire all, that nature has given to them. Warmth, sun, mountains, the sea – that all makes them smile and acquire more energy. Those are the things, that pretty often miss Latvian people. Greeks are joyful and happy for every day, that life gives them.


In order not to make all previously listed too sweet and beautiful, I should mention some negative sides of this amazing island. First of all, life in Kefalonia is completely different in summer, when air temperature reaches 40 degrees and the island is overcrowded with tourists. Then this quiet and peaceful place changes to perfect place for holidaymaker parties. 


But, undoubtedly, as the night falls on the island, Kefalonia, with it’s beautiful nature sights makes people love and admire it. It has happened to me too. 

Jānis Riekstiņš, 11.a


Greece- my dream land.

Before many years I was dreamed to go to Greece, because in childhood I looked at pictures whose was from there. In  the past I haven’t be in south Europe, but I  was heard from mother. Before trip I already knew that I have to go there by the plane that’s why trip was more exciting, because I hadn`t flight before that. The flight was long but time passed very fast. In the plane we played beautiful views through that little window. 

  The first impressions I had in airport it was very big and all people there were very friendly. Night we passed  in a hotel which was in very bad condition. We all waited for the morning, because then we had to go to the center  of Athens. We were in Acropolis too, were have survive remarkable history objects. In the day we had to to realize very long path to island Kefalonia and then to Argostoli. We lived in city Argostoli. We arrived in 1 am to the city, was dark and that’s why couldn’t see how it looks there. Just in the morning I saw that great view. All around mountains, they ended up to the sky, but the city was in a valley. City is for tourists, especially central square all around there cafes, in the middle of the square- palms. We all lived in different families. In the first morning when we met each other (we – students from Latvia) we discussed our impressions of host families and our host city. We all were very pleased  with families and happy living there in those days. 

 We had excursions every day. I think that the most beautiful thing that I have ever seen was Myrtos beach. Myrtos is between 10 the most beautiful beaches in the world every year furthermore couple years ago it was the most beautiful beach in Europe.

  To say goodbye to our families our city our island was the hardest thing because we knew that we will never come here ever again.

  That’s why I think that my dream land is Greece.

Roberts Jēkabsons


Greece- my dream land

At the beggining of this school year, when I found out that our class is going on a journey to Greece, I was a little nervous, but in a good way. I felt like that because I have never been so far from Latvia. I remember before we went to Greece I thought a lot of times about the people there and how it is going to look there. I got a lot of funny feelings, moslty becouse I had similar feelings before my exchange year. This trip to Greece of course didnt scare that much, but I feelt interesting.

On the 23th of october when we all got on the plain, I realized, that im not afraid of flying any more, becauce I have flyied for a couple of times. This flight was the longest I’ve had, but it went fast becouse me and my classmates played cards for a long time.

When we got out of the plain I could feel that im not in Latvia anymore, becaouse it was an evening and it was rather warm. Then we drove whit the metro to our hostel. Before we went to bed we took a walk around our neighborhood. This walk didnt make a good first impresion because during the walk we saw only suspisios guys that didnt look to friendly and the houses looked like in a getto. That definetly was not the area of  Athens.

In the next day we woke up pretty early and we had a tour to see the beautiful side of Athens- Acropolis. That was something you dont see every day. Just awesome! After seeing the Acropolis we had a nine hour long trip to the beautiful Kefalonias city- Argostoli. We could enjoy the beauty of this city only in the third day of our journey becouse we arived in Argostoli late on 24th of october. Athens, after my taste, was nothing compared to Argostoli. It resembled as a place where people go when they die. The weather there is always sunny and warm. The people are smiling all the time. Every where you look is a mountain or the see. Im realy not that creative to describe the beaty I saw there. The days there ended very fast.

I hope that I will get an opportunity to go there again.

Ronalds Joels


Essay.

Greece – the island of my dreams.

Greece is my island of dreams. I like this place because it’s very beautiful. I’m in love with Kefalonia. In my life I haven’t seen such a wonderfull place. Everything was amazing. People were lovely, friendly. I really like my quest family. Parents were cool, my girl was lovely and her brother and sister were just amazing kids.

Every day we spent our time to look to this beautiful place.  Excursions were nice, interesting and exciting. We  had  great time with Greec  young people. They were friendly and  cool. Every evening was great. Time we spent with all people were really cool. I liked it.

What can be more beutiful that this island? Blue water, shiny sun, palm-trees, beautiful boys and friendly people – you can find it just in Kefalonia. I won’t to forget something so wonderfull like this island. Every morning we went to excursions. We saw how they make bread, wine.. That was great. I liked these excursions.  

I’m just 17 years old and have seen such a beautiful place. I’m so lucky kid. That was my first trip to another  country.  All  people in Kefalonia were looking at us, like we were some kind of examination objects. That’s was great. Girls were like models. There were many entertainment places – coffe-bars, shops, restaurants, clubs – everything that your heart desired. Boys were lovely, they made presents for girls, did nice things to girls, they are sweeties.

 The rest in Kefalonia was really great. I can’t forget all beautiful moments when we were in coffe-bars,  walks and dancing in clubs. When you arrived in other country in the end of October and you feel like it is summer, that’s really amazing. I love those feelings. That’s great feelings when you know that is your second summer in one year.

Latvia and Kefalonia are two different things. They are mountains, blue water, shiny  sun  in Kefalonia. I can’t describe my feelings on paper because that is hard. You don’t know with wehat you need to start..

This 10 days were cool. I liked two days very much when we were swimming. That was great. I really like it. Beautiful blue and clear water, big waves. I don’t like that water was really salty.

It was amazing in Kefalonia. My girl has a boyfriend with a car and he showed me so wonderfull places in Kefalonia in the evenings.

I liked everything because that was really nice island with friendly and lovely people. I’m in  love with this island. I will never forget this trip. In this little island is very interesting. People are lovely, they are singing, dancing, have a great time with friends. People are very active and funny. I want to go back to Kefalonia because they are waiting for me.

Karina Šinkus

Essay.

Greece – my dream land.

In Greece, there is an island named Kefalonia, and I can say honestly, that this island is my dream land. I definitely want to go back there.

       Arriving in Athens, spending there whole day and visiting seeing art, I realised, that I definitely want to stay there. In the evening, going by a ferry to the island, internally was a sensible excitement about those days we have to stay there and about how my host family will look. But, when we arrived, I already liked there – high mountains, friendly people and warm climate. When we arrived in our town – Argostoli (place, where we lived) and met our host families, I felt, that the time we are going to spend there will be perfect. When I spent more time with my guest mom, I realised, that I`m lucky to be in this family and that she is a very loving and helpful woman. The house of my guest family was situated on the top of the cilff, where adorable view to the beach were opened. Every day we had excursion, to get to know the island`s beautiful nature and the most popular industrial fields. We went to see the best beaches – the view was amazing – clear, blue water, white sand and cliffs. Those views I had seen just in magazines or in the Internet. They let us swim too! Water was as warm as it is in Latvia during the summer, but for Greeks it was very cold. We visited a Greek high – school too. Actually there were very, very small classrooms, because Greece suffered huge earthquake in 1853, and their new school is not ready yet. This earthquake destroyed all of the island and inhabitants needed to build everything from beginning. It was truly hard to say goodbye to host family and, of course, to new friends. When we were hugging for last time, tears started to fall across my cheeks.

       I`ve travelled a lot, but this was the most interesting and thrilling trip. Of course, I feel in love with Greece, Kefalonia, Argostoli and I want to go back there as soon as possible.

Laura Paulauska 11.a

                                                     

Essay

Kefalonia-my dreams land

On this wonderful island I realised my dream: swam in ultramarine water, hided from the sun under palm-trees, and ate tangerines from trees.

Such a place was Mirtos beach, even if we saw it from top of a mountain, my dream would come true. White sands were everywhere around, blue, transparent water with white-caps. We swam on the similar beach even though the sun wasn’t shining and the water didn’t look as ultramarine, our feelings anyway were incredible. Water was very warm, but unbelievably salty; this is why we needed to get out of water to cleanse our eyes and mouth. Argostolas people looked at us with big eyes because they usually don’t go swimming at the end of October. They didn’t feel hot but they liked us. From their point of view I had too fair skin.

One of the more beautiful places was the underworld lake, which was 15m.deep, but the seabed could be seen perfectly. I enjoyed watching it for a long time.  If I made a table of the most romantic places in the world I would put that place in the first rank. Rowing on the water and watching the sky, what can be better than that?

Amazing for me was that the people were very kind and helpful there. Everybody smiled: not only men when they saw pretty girls on the street, but the women smiled too when they saw happy people, they gave a smile back. There are a lot of mountains on the island; that is why driving is interesting - you can enjoy a marvellous scenery. Mountains are planted with grapes and olives. Where it is impossible to plant trees, shepherds pasture their cattle. The cows were very funny for us, because they were small and they had very small udders. There everything was very different from our country - we live in the North. Trees do not look like trees because they look like bushes, but bushes have small twigs, which crawl over the ground. Especially I liked cactuses, they grew everywhere, even on the mountains.

I lived in the city centre and from my balcony I could see the mountains, the gulf, a bridge, and people walking on this bridge, crossing the gulf. The family I was living with were very kind, only I didn’t like that they didn’t allow me to help them; even I couldn’t clean in the kitchen or do some housework.

 My guest brother was very quiet and shy, but he worried and looked after me. Now when I’m home we chat in the internet without any problems. In the evenings we went for a walk and communicated with other people, he paid all the time for me and always was worried about my feelings, asked, ‘Are you cold? Are you hungry?’ In the last evening I found out a lot about him, and he said he would miss me. Near the bus when we said good-bye we were both crying, and I realised it was the last time I was there. I understand my family situation and I know one more time I won’t go there. The hardest was on the boat when in the fog I lost my dreamland, its mountains, the seas and kind people. I won’t forget my holidays on Kefalonia!

Ramona Ratke


Essay.

Greece – my dream land.

Greece is beautiful and great land. It’s so different from Latvia, maybe for that reason we can call it dream land.

This land is located near to equator, that way it’s different. Flora and fauna, weather and seasons is different – it’s not habitual.

First time sees Greece capital – I didn’t think it could be dream land. Athens at night seems very different than at daylight. Muddy city with different kind of people. Unkind, messy people. You just want to leave city.

In the morning you see something different. It’s still big and muddy city where tramp dog’s is much more than cat’s but people is different. On the streets you can’t see sinister faces, around you can see big and modern city.

Beautiful pedestrian road where you can buy some interesting things, big palms that fit to moderns buildings like artistic work.

The most beautiful is street that leads to Acropolis. Its big street with old buildings and restaurants. 

 Acropolis – Greeks history and mighty symbol. Incredibly that something so beautiful and old is extant till now days. Letting our fantasy fly to past and dream about something so magical.

Cephalonia – biggest island in Greece. This is the place that I truly can call my dream land.  Mountainous area with rich nature. Beautiful grape fields just calls to teats sweet berries. 

Charming beaches with clear blue water, inviting to swim. So warm water even in summer we can’t find in Baltic Sea. But Greeks think that’s cold. They truly don’t know meaning of word “cold”.

Argostoli the capital of Cephalonia. City center isn’t big but all city takes a big territory. Houses are little and very beautiful  in common with streets.

The square is place where meet everyone. Around you can see much of cafeterias, clubs and restaurants.

 Alisa Ratkeviča
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